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6-01/040.00 Child Support

FAM 17304. County departments of child support services; duties; criminal enforcement; state
plan for local agency functions; cooperative agreements; consolidation; oversight responsibility;
district attorney responsibility, assets, and staff, administrators (cited in part)

To address the concerns stated by the Legislature in Section 17303, each county shall establish a
new county department of child support services. Each department is also referred to in this
division as the local child support agency. The local child support agency shall be separate and
independent from any other county department and shall be responsible for promptly and effectively
establishing, modifying, and enforcing child support obligations, including medical support,
enforcing spousal support orders established by a court of competent jurisdiction, and determining
paternity in the case of a child born out of wedlock. The local child support agency shall refer all
cases requiring criminal enforcement services to the district attorney and the district attorney shall
prosecute those cases, as appropriate. If a district attorney fails to comply with this section, the
director shall notify the Attorney General and the Attorney General shall take appropriate action to
secure compliance.
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